
GET READY
Avoid crowds by following these tips.
1.   Go Early – before 10 a.m. 

2.   Go East – beyond Waterfall Alley

3.   Go North – discover Washington

4.   Go Midweek – Tuesday-Thursday

ON THE TRAIL

DON’T FORGET: A Northwest Forest Pass, 
Washington Discover Permit and Oregon 
State Parks Pass is required at many of the  
trailheads. You may purchase a season pass 
or day use permit on site. See specific details 
on page 89.

10 WAYS TO LOVE THE GORGE
1.   Protect vital habitat by using authorized  
   trails, campsites and boat launches. 

2.   Leave no trace by packing out your trash  
      and picking up litter you find.

3.   Stop the spread of invasive species by  
      using a boot brush, available at many  
      trailheads.

4.   Protect wildlife by keeping dogs on leash  
      and picking up their waste. 

5.   Be courteous. Don’t block parking spots  
   or private driveways.

6.   Reduce carbon emissions and congestion  
      by carpooling, taking a shuttle or biking. 

7.   Respect local cultures, practices and  
   resources.

8.   Help businesses prosper by shopping  
   locally. 

9.   Donate time and skills to local nonprofits  
   and agencies.

10. Support maintenance and conservation  
   efforts by paying recreation fees. 

READY TO HIKE?
Make it fun. Make it safe.

Find more hiking tips at ReadySetGorge.com

GET SET
Play it safe by taking these steps.
1.   Choose trails that meet your group’s  
   comfort and fitness level. 

2.   Check road, weather and trail conditions  
   before you leave. 

3.   Tell someone where you are going and  
   when you plan to be home.

4.   Research recreation use fees and bring  
   cash to pay them. 

5.   Pack the 10 Essentials.

10 ESSENTIALS FOR EVERY HIKE
1. Appropriate footwear: boots or tennis shoes.
2. Map and compass or fully-charged phone  
    with GPS.
3. Extra water and iodine tablets for  
    purifying water.
4. Extra food.

5. Rain gear and extra clothing: avoid cotton. 
6. Firestarter, headlamp and a whistle.
7. First aid kit. 
8. Knife or multi-purpose tool. 
9. Sunscreen and sunglasses. 
10. Backpack.

EASY: Level to gently rolling terrain and incline. 
Requires limited skill and has minimal physical 
challenges.
MODERATE: Hiking that involves an increase 
in mileage and elevation gain.
MORE DIFFICULT: Vigorous hiking with  
moderate hills and slopes.
NOTE: Changing weather conditions can affect 
hiking levels for trails. Refer to map on page 46 
to assist you in the location of the trailheads.

CAUTION: BE AWARE THERE ARE RATTLESNAKES, 
TICKS AND POISON OAK THAT CAN BE A HAZARD TO 
BOTH DOGS AND PEOPLE ALONG MANY OF THE  
TRAILS. THERE ARE ALSO CREEK CROSSINGS, SO USE 
CAUTION ESPECIALLY IN THE SPRING MONTHS.

HIKING LEVELS GUIDE

Home to world-class hiking, 
biking, kiteboarding and waterfalls, 

Skamania County, Washington is 
the perfect place to experience 

all that the Columbia River Gorge 
has to offer!

After your adventures, grab a pint of award-

winning craft beer, sip and savor outstanding 

wines or feast on local fare from our any of 

our popular restaurants. Skamania County is 

a world of adventure, less than an hour from 

Portland, Oregon.

www.skamania.org

CATHERINE CREEK TRAIL

IMPORTANT HIKING INFO UPDATE

- - - 2020 CORNONAVIRUS - - -

NOTE:  
At press time all trails were closed due to  
the 2020 Coronavirus pandemic. 

By the time you are reading this, it is our 
hope that hiking trails are open again and  
you can enjoy this beautiful place we  
call home.

PLEASE check with local chambers before 
you head out to access trails or state parks. 



Beacon Rock
! view 
» Level: Easy to moderate  
2 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 600 ft

Beacon Rock is the core of an ancient  
volcano and is a well known landmark that is 
recommended for the first time visitor to the 
Columbia River Gorge. The plug is 848 feet high 
with handrails lining most of the ascent. The trail 
is 4,500 feet long with a 15 percent grade and 
takes 45 minutes to an hour to make the round 
trip. Once on top of the rock, the view of the 
Columbia River Gorge is breathtaking.

Getting there: Drive west on Hwy 14, 10 miles 
from Stevenson, WA. You can’t miss the rock on 
your left at MP 35. 

Note: Washington State Discover Pass required

Stacker Butte/ 
Dalles Mountain Ranch 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Moderate 
5.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,500 ft

The best time for this hike is mid-April through 
May for the wildflower show! A gravel road 
amongst the wide open field of wildflowers  
will take you to the top where you will see Mt. 
Adams, Mt. Rainier, Mt. Hood, Mt. St. Helens 
and Mt. Jefferson. Stunning! 

Getting there: From Bingen, WA travel 24 miles 
east to milepost 84.5. Turn left onto gravel 
Dalles Mountain Road. Proceed 3.4 miles on 
Dalles Mountain Road and turn left just before 
an old ranch and barn. Pass interpretive  
displays and continue on this rough dirt road  
for 1.4 miles to a gate. 

Note: Washington State Discover Pass required

Wind Mountain 
! view
» View Level: Moderate - Difficult 
2.7 miles round trip | Elevation gain 1,900 ft

Wind Mountain is a relatively short but  
moderately challenging hike. The summit offers 
remarkable views of the Columbia River, Beacon 
Rock and Cascade Mountains. There are some 
spots on the trail that are rocky, so be cautious, 
and there can be rattlesnakes and poison oak 
along the trail. 

Getting there: Travel 6 miles east of Stevenson, 
WA on Hwy 14 and turn left on Wind Mountain 
Road (1/2 mile past the Home Valley Store). 
Travel just under 1.5 miles and take a right on 
Girl Scout Road. Just after the paved road  
gives way to gravel, you will see the parking 
area. Walk down the gravel road 200 yards to 
the trailhead. 

Notes: No pass required

Dog Mountain 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: More difficult  
7 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 2,948 ft

A very popular trail, particularly from mid-April 
through early June, when the hills are filled with 
blooming wildflowers. Hikers will see impressive  
views of Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams and Mt. 
Hood. The trail is somewhat challenging as it 
gains 2,948 feet and is 3.5 miles to the top. Plan 
four hours to hike this one and take water and 
food for the break on top. 

DOG MOUNTAIN PARKING NOTE: Due to 
safety concerns, please note No Parking signs 
in the parking lot. Parking on the highway is not 
allowed and violators will be towed.

NOTE: Permits will be required for each  
individual hiker on Saturdays and Sundays  
from April 17 to June 14.

If parking at the trailhead, you will need to have 
both a per-person trail system permit and a  
per-car recreation day-use or annual pass.

Hikers can reserve a permit through the  
recreation.gov online reservation system at a 
cost of $1 per permit. The number available will 
be limited to match parking capacity.

Getting there: To reach the trail, travel on Hwy 
14 to MP 53. Dog Mountain is halfway between 
Stevenson and Bingen. Look for a large parking 
lot on the north side of the highway. 

Note: NW Forest Parking & Trail Pass Permit 
required

WASHINGTON :: GORGE
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Lower Falls Creek
! waterfall 
» Level: Easy to moderate  
4.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 800 ft

This waterfall is well worth the hike! Not only do 
you see a spectacular waterfall but you also are 
hiking in a beautiful old growth forest. Start the 
hike by crossing the cable suspension bridge 
which spans a rock gorge providing spectacular 
views of the white water of Falls Creek. The trail 
ends at the waterfall so this is an out and back 
hike. Note: Trailhead is closed December 1 to 
March 31.

Getting there: Take State Hwy 14 to Carson,  
Washington. Drive 15 miles north on Wind River 
Road (#30) to its junction with FS Road 3062, 
turn right and proceed 1.5 miles to Lower Falls 
Creek Trail 152A. 

Note: NW Forest Pass required

Catherine Creek Arch Loop 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Easy 
3.5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 500 ft

Enjoy gorgeous views, astounding wildflowers, 
oak woodlands and open grasslands. More than 
90 varieties of wildflowers bloom here, making 
this a favorite springtime destination. 

Getting there: Traveling 6 miles east of Bingen 
on Hwy 14, take a left on Old Hwy 8. Follow 
highway for 1.5 miles to parking area. The  
universal paved trail takes off to the right, the 
arch loop hike begins uphill to the left. 

Note: No pass required

Cape Horn Trail 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: More difficult  
7 miles round trip 
Elevation Gain: 1,300 ft

This hike features gorgeous views, rocky crags, 
streams and two waterfalls. The full trail loop 
provides fantastic views of the Columbia River 
Gorge, an intimate look at Cape Horn Falls  
and a challenging workout as it climbs and 
descends the rocky slopes of Cape Horn.

Note: The lower trail is closed from February 1st 
to July 15th to protect peregrine falcon nesting 
areas. Parts of the trail are narrow, which can  
be unsafe during heavy snow and ice conditions. 

Getting there: Follow State Hwy 14 west  
from Stevenson about 18 miles, pass Beacon 
Rock State Park, continue to the intersection 
with Salmon Falls Road, near MP 26. Turn  
right on Salmon Falls Road, parking area is on 
your right. 

Note: No pass required

Hardy & Rodney Falls  
(Pool of Winds)
! waterfalls 
» Level: Easy to moderate  
2.5 miles round trip 
Elevation Gain: 440 ft

This hike takes you up a steep, but beautifully 
forested, climb to three tiers of waterfalls. Start 
at the Hamilton Mountain Trailhead and climb 
up to Hardy Creek. You'll come to a side trail 
leading downhill to a viewpoint of the lowest 
tier, known as Hardy Falls. Next, after a short 
distance past Hardy Falls, you'll see a signed 
spur heading up to the left leading to Rodney 
Falls and Pool of the Winds. At Pool of the 
Winds, Hardy Creek is channeled into a  
funnel-like chamber in the cliff face. From the 
Pool of the Winds junction, the main trail  
switchbacks down to a bridge over Hardy 
Creek, just at the base of the middle falls of 
Rodney Falls. 

Getting there: From the Bridge of the Gods, 
head west onto WA Hwy 14 and travel seven 
miles. Watch for Beacon Rock— it will tower 
in front of you as you approach the state park 
which is near mile marker 35. Turn right to the 
campground into the small trailhead parking lot. 
The trail starts behind the restrooms. 

Note: Washington State Discover Pass required

WASHINGTON :: GORGE
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Weldon Wagon Trail 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Moderate 
5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1340 ft

 A hidden gem of a hike with a wildflower show 
in the spring and great colors of vine maples and 
oak woodlands in autumn. To find the trailhead, 
walk 0.15 mile up a 4x4 road to a well marked 
sign for Weldon Wagon Trail. At 1.5 miles, the 
trail takes you into the White Salmon Oak Natural 
Conservation Area. Look for views of Mt. Hood 
to the south. 

Getting there: From Hood River, cross the 
bridge to Washington and turn left on Hwy 14. 
Go 1.6 miles and turn right onto State Route 
141A. Head north for 2 miles then stay left to 
continue north on Hwy State Route 141.  
Go 3.8 miles and turn right onto Indian Creek 
Road. Follow this gravel road for .6 miles, then 
go left on Indian Cemetery Road and continue 
.4 miles further. Look for the unmarked jeep 
road on your right and a wide spot on the left 
where you can park. 

Note: No pass required

Hamilton Mountain 
! waterfalls ! view
» Level: More difficult  
8 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 2,100 ft

The trail to the top of Hamilton Mountain is a 
gradual climb offering spectacular views of the 
Columbia River and Bonneville Dam from the 
top. The first part of the hike is very popular with 
the first 1.3 miles taking you to Rodney Falls, 
Pool of the Winds and Hardy Falls. 

Getting there: Driving west on Hwy 14 from  
Stevenson, turn right at Beacon Rock State 
Park. Parking area is on your right with trailhead 
located behind the restrooms. 

Note: Washington State Discover Pass required

Horsethief Butte 
! wildflowers ! view 
» Level: Easy 
2 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 150 ft

Starting from the parking area, take the first 
grassy path marked with stones to the right. Stay 
to the right and follow well marked trail on the flat 
area to the east side of the butte, trail ends here, 
turn back towards parking lot. Adventure on some 
of the side trails into rocky canyons to look for  
Native American art. Views of the river and  
wildflowers add to this adventure. 

Getting there: From Oregon, take I-84 to Exit 
#87/Hwy 197 north (The Dalles Dam bridge). 
Cross the Columbia River and continue about  
2 miles to WA Hwy 14. Turn right on Hwy 14 and 
drive about 2 miles to the signed trailhead on 
the right. From Washington, the trailhead is at 
about MP #86.

Note: Washington State Discover Pass required

Crawford Oaks Loop 
! wildflowers ! view
» Lower Loop » Level: Moderate 
6.5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,300 ft

» Upper Loop » Level: Easy to moderate 
3.3 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 350 ft

This is another wildflower wow in April and May. 
Located at the Dalles Mt. Ranch, you can do the 
lower loop or the upper loop depending on time 
and type of hike you are in the mood for. The 
lower loop offers more sweeping views of the 
Columbia River and Mt. Hood. If you choose the 
6.5 mile hike, it is recommended to go from the 
bottom up. The upper loop starts at the top and 
is convenient for those who want an easy out 
and back for wildflower viewing. 

Getting there: Lower Loop: Drive east of 
Bingen, WA 27 miles on Hwy 14 to milepost 87. 
There is a sign for Crawford Oaks Trail, parking 
lot on left. 

Upper Loop: Turn at milepost 84.5 onto Dalles 
Mt. Road. Drive 3.3 miles to the parking lot after 
you pass all the barns.

Note: Washington State Discover Pass required

HORSETHIEF BUTTE



Labyrinth Falls/Little Maui
Loop Trail 
! waterfall ! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Difficult  
5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,200 ft

You'll find wildflowers, unique changing terrain, 
cascading waterfalls and gorgeous views on 
this trail. A great spring time hike but beware of 
ticks, poison oak and rattlesnakes! Follow the 
abandoned paved road and in 0.3 miles you  
will see the first of many waterfalls. Follow the 
obvious wide path to the right and at the fork 
stay to the right. You will get a view of Mt. Hood 
and Coyote Wall. 

Getting there: Travel 5 miles from Bingen to  
Old Hwy 8. Park immediately on the corner 
gravel lot. Head west on paved road.

Note: No pass required

Sleeping Beauty 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Difficult  
3 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,500 ft

Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Rainier and Indian Heaven 
Wilderness await you at the top of this steep 
rewarding climb. Fortunately, the trail is shaded 
with a Pacific Northwest mix of firs, maples and 
hemlocks. As you hike out of the trees, you are 
almost to the base of the rock slope. The rocky 
trail will take you to the summit and the site of a 
former fire lookout. 

Getting there: Travel to Hwy 141 on Hwy 14 
(25 miles east of Stevenson, WA). Travel north 
20 miles to Trout Lake, take 141 west, then 
turn right on Trout Lake Creek Rd/ FR 88. Drive 
4.5 miles and turn right on FR 8810. Follow FR 
8810 for 6.2 miles, then turn right on FR 040. In 
about .6 mile, there's a small pullout for parking 
on the right with trailhead on left. 

Note: No pass required

WASHINGTON :: GORGE

Klickitat Trail/Swale Canyon/
Lyle Trailhead 
! bird watching ! river walk
» Level: Moderate  
Mileage Varies | Elevation Gain: 365 ft

The Klickitat Trail is a 31-mile non-motorized  
rail trail along the Klickitat River. The cycling  
and hiking trail offers river and canyon views 
and starts in one of the nation’s only National 
Scenic Areas, winding along a nationally  
designated Wild & Scenic River then finishing 
by going through a remote, beautiful tributary 
canyon. There are great birding opportunities, 
including winter habitat for bald eagles near the 
Lyle trailhead.

Getting there: Travel 13 miles east on Hwy 14  
from Bingen, WA. Go about 13 miles to the 
Klickitat River Bridge (the entrance to Lyle). Just 
beyond the bridge turn left (north) on Hwy 142. 
Immediately turn left at the trailhead entrance. 

Note: The 13 mile Swale Canyon is generally  
closed from July 1 – October 1 each year  
because of fire danger. It is closed when the  
Department of Natural Resources rates the fire 
danger in Klickitat County as “High.” This  
section is between the Wahkiacus trailhead 
and the Harms. Be aware that there are rattle 
snakes, ticks and poison oak that can be a 
hazard to dogs and people alike everywhere 
along the trail. Dogs are required to be on leash 
on this trail.

Note: No pass required

sunyaticexpressions.com



Tom McCall Nature Preserve 
! wildflowers ! view

» Trail across plateau to river viewpoint 
» Level: Easy  
2.2 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: none

» Trail to McCall Point » Level: More difficult  
3.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,100 ft

The Tom McCall Nature Preserve overlooks the 
Columbia River and provides gorgeous scenery 
and wildflower viewing. More than 200 plant 
species live here including grass widows, prairie 
stars, shooting stars, balsamroot, lupine and  
Indian paintbrush. Dogs, horses and bicycles 
are not allowed. Please do not pick the flowers 
and off trail hiking and camping are also not 
allowed. And remember to wear long pants 
if you’re taking the upper trail, as it passes 
through poison oak.

Getting there: From Hood River, drive I-84 east 
to Mosier/Exit 69 and follow signs for 6.6 miles 
to the Rowena Crest Viewpoint. 

From The Dalles, take Rowena/Exit 76 and  
follow the old Columbia River Highway west 
to the viewpoint. Trailhead begins across from 
parking area. 

Note: No pass required

White River Falls State Park 
! waterfall ! history
» Level: Easy to moderate  
1 mile round trip | Elevation Gain: none

The White River Falls plunges 90 feet over two 
tiers at White River Falls State Park. A short 
steep staircase-like trail takes you to the viewing 
area. Continue on this trail for an epic view of the 
falls. At the bottom you will see the abandoned 
1901 power plant building. Farther downstream 
there are flat ledges and beaches for relaxing in 
the beauty of this secret hideaway. 

Getting there: Travel I-84 east to The Dalles, 
Exit #87. Turn right, then left onto Hwy 197 
towards Dufur and Bend. Follow Hwy 197 for 28 
miles to MP33 at flashing light, and follow Route 
216. Go 4 miles to the park entrance. 

Note: No pass required

Memaloose Hills 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Easy to moderate  
3.5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 500 ft

The trail begins across the road from the 
Memaloose Hills Lookout parking area. There 
are no signs at the beginning of the trail; just a 
path. Hike through a moderate oak forest and 
evergreens. You will reach a stream, then stay 
right and head to Chetfield Hill where you will 
switchback to the top for a spectacular  
wildflower show and views of Mt. Hood,  
Mt. Adams and the mighty Columbia River.  
The best time to hike is April and May. 

Getting there: Take the Mosier exit off I-84  
and head east on Hwy 30 (old Columbia River  
Highway) to the Memaloose Overlook. Park 
at the Memaloose Overlook area. Hike begins 
south of parking area. 

Note: No pass required

Umbrella Falls 
! waterfall ! wildflowers ! view 
» Level: Moderate  
4.6 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 820 ft
In July and August, the Umbrella Falls loop 
offers all of the best that Mt. Hood has to offer 
with expansive wildflower displays, tumbling 
waterfalls and huge views of Oregon’s tallest 
mountain. Enter at the trailhead parking area 
and follow the Elk Meadow Trail, #645, about 
.25 mile to the Umbrella Falls junction. 

Getting there: Travel 30 miles south on Hwy 35 
from Hood River. Turn right at the Hood  
Meadows Nordic Ski Area sign. Drive to the 
trailhead parking area on the right. 

Note: NW Forest Pass required

PACIFIC CREST TRAIL DAY HIKE
Dry Creek Falls /  
Herman Creek Pinnacles
! waterfall 
» Level: Easy to moderate  
7.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 700 ft

A popular out and back that starts at the  
Bridge of the Gods in Cascade Locks, Oregon. 
Take a tour through lush green forests to the 
base of 70 foot Dry Creek Falls. From the falls, 
continue another 1.6 miles past the creek to the  
impressive outcroppings known as Herman 
Creek Pinnacles.

Getting there: Park on the south end of the 
Bridge of the Gods in Cascade Locks, Oregon 
at the rest area. The trail starts across the road. 
You will go under the highway for a bit then get 
on Trail 400. Turn left and follow the PCT south.

Note: No pass required

Mosier Plateau 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Moderate  
3.5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 600 ft

This trail begins in the town of Mosier and then 
ends up on Mosier Plateau. The trailhead is 
actually 1,000 yards east up the road from the 
parking lot, just over the historic bridge. You’ll 
see a bench just after crossing the bridge and  
a trail. This is the beginning of the hike. After a  
series of switchbacks and four sets of stairs, 
you’ll find yourself at the view point, soaking up 
the outstanding Gorge views. The peak of the  
wildflowers being mid-to-late April where you 
will find over 30 different flower species!

Getting there: From I-84, take Exit #69/Mosier. 
Follow the Historic Columbia River Highway into 
town. Park at the Mosier totem pole located 
mid-town on left/north side of road. Park here 
in the gravel or below the totem pole between 
Hwy 30 and the railroad tracks. 

Note: No pass required

OREGON :: GORGE
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Deschutes River Loop Trail
! wildflowers ! view 
» Level: Moderate  
4.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 500 ft

This wildflower hike is best in spring months as 
the summers are very hot. You will bask in the 
smell of sagebrush, grassy hillsides and lots of 
sun. The Ferry Springs Hike climbs up to great 
views of the Deschutes River as it enters the 
Columbia River. The first 0.9 miles follows along 
the Deschutes River, coming to a sign indicating 
the Ferry Springs Trail. The trail to the springs is 
a single-track trail for 0.8 miles, then 0.9 miles 
back down to where it joins the main Deschutes 
River Trail, and another 1.9 miles back to  
the trailhead.

Getting there: Take I-84 East, travel 10 miles 
east of The Dalles to exit #97 for Celilo/ 
Deschutes State Park. Turn left on Frontage Rd. 
for 3 miles to the State Park. Drive to the very 
end of the campground for parking and  
trailhead. Start the hike by crossing a grassy 
field to sign for Ferry Springs. Take a photo of 
map at trailhead for assistance. 

Note: Oregon State Parks Pass required

Starvation Ridge Loop
! waterfall ! view 
» Level: Moderate to more difficult  
3 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 600 ft

Great view from the top! Start this hike on the 
same trail used to access Mt. Defiance, which 
runs along I-84 for about 0.1 mile. After hiking 
another 0.1 mile past the freeway, you will come 
to a junction with the Starvation Cutoff Trail, 
#414B. Turn left here, it’s easy to miss so pay 
attention. Make sure you hike the loop in this 
direction as it is safer to go uphill than downhill.

The trail begins with a steep ascent. Once you 
reach the top, the trail intersects with the  
Starvation Ridge Trail, #414. At the junction with 
the Mt. Defiance Trail, turn left and head up  
Mt. Defiance Trail a short distance to Lancaster 
Falls. Head back the way you came to the last 
trail junction. Soon you’ll pass Hole-in-the-Wall 
Falls, then Cabin Creek Falls. 

Getting there: From Portland, drive east on  
I-84 to Exit #55/Starvation Creek State Park  
and Rest Area. There’s no westbound exit to  
the Starvation Creek Rest Area, so drivers from 
the east (Hood River) will need to continue to  
Herman Creek Road and double back. 

Note: No pass required

Angels Rest 
! view 
» Level: Moderate to more difficult  
5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,500 ft
The trail to Angels Rest takes you to the top of 
the world with a spectacular 270 degree view  
of the Gorge, including many landmarks like  
Beacon Rock and Silver Star Mountain. It's 
somewhat steep going up, so you'll get a  
workout, but coming down is so much easier 
and quicker. Keep your dogs on a leash and 
kids close by on top, the cliffs are huge and 
steep. 

Getting there: From the west, take I-84 east to 
Exit #28/Bridal Veil. Follow the road to the stop 
sign and turn right onto the Historic Columbia 
River Highway. The parking lot is immediately 
on the right.  

From the east, take I-84 west to Exit #35/  
Ainsworth State Park. Follow the historic  
Columbia River Highway for 7.1 miles to  
Angels Rest.

Note: No pass required

Tamanawas Falls 
! waterfall
» Level: Easy  
4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 500 ft

Tamanawas Falls is another gorgeous waterfall 
in the Gorge and great for families. The two mile 
hike takes you though lush forest along Cold 
Spring Creek with the destination ending at 
the 100 foot waterfall. An ideal hike for cooling 
down on a hot afternoon! 

Getting there: Follow Hwy 35 south of Hood 
River for approximately 22 miles. Look for a 
parking area a few miles past Cooper Spur turn 
off just before Sherwood Campground. Follow 
the path to the footbridge crossing of the East 
Fork of the Hood River. 

Note: NW Forest Pass required

OREGON :: GORGE
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Wildwood Recreation Site 
! fish viewing ! history
» Level: Easy  
Mileage: varies | Elevation Gain: varies

Wildwood Recreation Site encompasses 550 
acres of beautiful land located along the Mt. 
Hood Scenic Byway near the town of Welches, 
Oregon. This day-use area is home to a wide 
range of recreation facilities and the Cascade 
Streamwatch Trail. Visitors have a chance to 
explore natural stream and wetland ecosystems 
along accessible interpretive trails and  
boardwalks and observe native fish in a unique, 
underwater fish viewing chamber.

Getting there: From the last traffic light in 
Sandy, drive east on Hwy 26 for 14.6 miles and 
turn right into the Wildwood Recreation Site/
Cascade Streamwatch. Drive 0.3 miles (pass 
an entrance station: if staffed, pay here) to a 
junction. Keep straight here for the trailhead 
and drive 0.1 miles to make a left into the large 
trailhead parking circle.

Note: BLM parking fee required

Pup Creek Falls 
! waterfall
» Level: Moderate  
7.8 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,695 ft

From Fish Creek Trailhead, this hike follows  
the Wild & Scenic Clackamas River, gradually  
winding up the cool forested hillside above  
Hwy 224 before reaching the secluded waterfall. 
Enjoy the lush forest around you and views of 
kayakers and rafters on the Clackamas River. 
This hike can be accessed year-round, but 
watch for seasonal rising water levels in small 
creek crossings on the trail. Pup Creek Falls can 
also be reached from Indian Henry, located  
7 miles past Fish Creek along Hwy 224.

Getting there: From Estacada, take Hwy 224 
east. Continue for 15 miles then turn right onto 
Fish Creek Rd. Just after you cross the Clack-
amas River, Fish Creek Trailhead parking is on 
the right. The trail begins on the other side of 
the road.

Note: NW Forest Pass required

Little Zigzag Falls 
! waterfall
» Level: Easy  
1.5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 50 ft

This trail follows Little Zigzag Creek to Little 
Zigzag Falls. This trail is inviting on warm  
summer days as it stays cool in this small  
canyon. This is a very kid-friendly trail. It’s a 
gentle uphill trail located in a narrow canyon 
next to the Little Zigzag River.

Getting there: From Rhododendron, take Hwy 
26 east for 5 miles. Then turn left onto Forest 
Road 2639 (Kiwanis Camp Road) and continue 
to the end of the road to a large parking area.

Note: No pass required

Mirror Lake 
! wildflowers ! view
» Level: Easy to moderate  
2.9 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 780 ft

This beautiful hike takes you to Mirror Lake  
and offers fantastic views of Mt. Hood. There  
is a 3 mile loop that takes you around the lake.  
The Mirror Lake trail is one of the few hikes  
accessible directly from Hwy 26, and thus is 
very busy on weekends. The best time to hike 
Mirror Lake is mid-week and early mornings 
to avoid crowds in order to have a good hiking 
experience.

Getting there: From Rhododendron, take  
Hwy 26 east for 8 miles. Turn right (south)  
into the Skibowl West/Mirror Lake Trailhead 
parking area.

Parking: Parking is no longer available off of 
Hwy 26, but only in the new parking plaza area 
that was finished in the fall of 2018 located  
immediately adjacent to Skibowl west along 
Hwy 26 near Government Camp. The trailhead 
is located behind the toilet facility.

Note: NW Forest Pass required

Tom Dick and Harry Mountain
! wildflowers ! view 
» Level: Difficult  
6.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,600 ft

Just before Mirror Lake, you intersect the trail 
for Tom Dick and Harry. Keep to the right and 
you will pass by the north side of the lake. The 
trail to the top of Tom Dick and Harry Mountain 
climbs gently over the next mile with amazing  
views of Mt. Hood. The final climb is a bit rocky. 
Wildflowers are blooming in summer months. 

Getting there: Follow Mirror Lake's directions 
and parking instructions.

Note: NW Forest Pass required

Timberline Trail 
! view
» Level: Easy to advanced  
Optional miles | Elevation Gain: varies

Timberline Trail, which takes off from  
Timberline Lodge, circles all around the  
mountain requiring multi-days to complete  
the entire route. There are options for day 
hikes as far as you like from either direction at 
Timberline Lodge. This particular hike travels 
what is known both as the Timberline Trail and 
the Pacific Crest Trail. Timberline Lodge has 
easy-going hiking trails accessible around the 
lodge for overnight guests and day visitors to 
enjoy throughout the summer. For a slightly 
more challenging hike, you can walk a mile up 
Mt. Hood and enjoy the views from Silcox Hut 
and the Palmer chair lift. 

Getting there: Drive south on Hwy 35 from 
Hood River for 38 miles. Merge onto Hwy 26/
Mt. Hood Hwy via ramp to Portland 2.4 miles. 
Turn right on Timberline Road, travel 6 miles to 
Timberline Lodge for parking. 

Note: No pass required

MT. HOOD TERRITORY :: OREGON
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Wahkeena Falls ∙ Fairy Falls
! waterfall ! view
» Level: Moderate  
2 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 800 ft

The trail starts at a wooden bridge over  
Wahkeena Creek. Make sure you take the trail  
to your right. It is a short hike to the falls and 
you can enjoy the cool spray on the trail here 
year-round.

From here, the trail starts up a pretty steep 
section, climbing about 600 feet in about half 
a mile. Follow the pavement out to the point, 
called Lemmon’s Viewpoint. The trail switches 
back before you reach Fairy Falls.

Getting there: Traveling on I-84, take Exit 28 or 
Exit 35 to the Historic Highway. Travel .5 miles 
west from Multnomah Falls to Wahkeena Falls 
parking area.

Note: No pass required

Lower and Upper Latourell Falls
! waterfall ! view
» Level: Moderate  
1.6 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 500 ft

Lower Latourell Falls is a unique Columbia 
Gorge waterfall due to the fact it drops straight 
down from an overhanging basalt cliff. From the 
Latourell Falls parking lot, follow the paved path 
to the upper viewpoint, then pick up the path as 
it reverts to dirt and climbs to the upper falls in 
a little over .75 mile. The trail loops back to the 
highway on the opposite side of the creek. You 
can walk back to your car on the highway or 
cross the highway down the steps to Guy Talbot 
State Park and take the paved trail east of the 
picnic area to the lower part of the lower falls 
leading you back to your car. 

Getting there: From the west, take I-84 to exit 
28, turn west for 3 miles to trailhead. From the 
east, take exit 35 and travel 10 miles to the 
trailhead. To feel the mist from the base of the 
falls make sure to walk down the short path to 
the right of the parking lot. 

Note: No pass required

Multnomah Falls ∙ Wahkeena 
Falls Loop Trail
! waterfall ! view
» Level: More difficult  
5 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 1,500 ft

This is a waterfall lover’s dream! There are  
eight waterfalls on this trip including well known 
Fairy Falls and Wahkeena Falls. Although 
Multnomah Falls is the Gorge’s signature icon 
and the most visited attraction in Oregon, don’t 
let this hike scare you away. Once you reach 
the top of Multnomah Falls the crowds will 
fizzle and this hike is well worth it. The hike is 
steep at times and is paved near Wahkeena and 
Multnomah Falls.

Getting there: Traveling on I-84, take Exit 28 
or Exit 35 for the Historic Highway and drive 
to start the hike either at Wahkeena Falls or 
Multnomah Falls. 

Note: No pass required

WATERFALL ALLEY OREGON :: GORGE

PLEASE NOTE:  
THE WATERFALL AREA IS VERY POPULAR AND BUSY IN THE SUMMER MONTHS.  
Please do not park on the road. Try to visit early in the morning to avoid crowds. 
Consider riding the Columbia Gorge Express, a convenient, reliable and fun way to 
get from Portland to Multnomah Falls. Linking Gateway Transit Center with  
Multnomah Falls and Rooster Rock State Park, the Columbia Gorge Express bus  
provides a relaxing option for accessing some of the best the Gorge has to offer. 
www.columbiagorgeexpress.comWAHCLELLA FALLS

LATOURELL FALLS



Bridal Veil Falls 
! waterfall ! view
» Level: Easy  
1.4 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 205 ft

This is a quick, but nice easy hike that takes  
you to a majestic waterfall and then to clifftop  
overlooks offering views up and down the  
Columbia River Gorge. Bridal Veil State Park 
offers a nice parking area, picnic tables,  
restrooms and nice grassy areas for relaxing. 

Getting there: From the west, take I-84 to Exit 
#28/Bridal Veil. Turn south onto the Historic 
Columbia River Highway and drive 0.75 miles 
to Bridal Veil Falls State Park on the left/north 
side of the road. Coming from the east on I-84, 
take exit 35 (Ainsworth Park) and drive 8.3 miles 
west on the Historic Highway to reach Bridal 
Veil Falls State Park. 

Note: No pass required

Upper Horsetail Falls
! waterfall ! view
» Level: Easy to moderate  
1.6 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 440 ft

Begin at the base of beautiful Horsetail Falls on 
the Historic Highway. A nice trail takes you to 
the upper falls, which flows over a cavern for 
relaxing and taking in the view.

Getting there: Travel west on I-84 to Exit 35  
for Ainsworth State Park to the old scenic 
highway. Parking lot is on your right at the base 
of Horsetail Falls. 

Getting there: No pass required

Wahclella Falls
! waterfall ! view
» Level: Easy  
2 miles round trip | Elevation Gain: 440 ft

Wahclella Falls is a 350-foot two tiered plunge, 
with the final 60-foot section providing a  
horsetail fall into an enormous splash pool. The 
easy, well graded trail climbs moderately along 
Tanner Creek for 0.9 mile, splitting into a loop 
about three quarters of the way and ending at 
the base of the falls. 

Getting there: Take Exit 40 off I-84 for  
Bonneville Dam. Head south to the trailhead 
called Tanner Creek Trail (Wahclella Falls). 

Getting there: NW Forest Pass required
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AS OF PRESS TIME, THE FOLLOWING WATERFALL HIKES WERE STILL CLOSED DUE TO THE 2017 EAGLE CREEK FIRE:  
Oneonta Falls, Elowah Falls and McCord Creek Falls. Check the following website for more information www.gorgefriends.org
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